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Welcome

D

ear Friends, We are delighted to present
Firebird’s popular Summer Concert!
Tonight we are performing Ravel,
Bruch, Schubert and the UK Premiere of The
Blue Version of Yury Revich’s new violin
concerto. Our regular Principal Guest Conductor
George Jackson is conducting once again.
We are delighted to have with us as soloist for
the third time the multi-award-winning
international violin virtuoso Yury Revich,
performing on his magnificent Guarneri violin.
Tonight’s performance would not have been
possible without the unstinting support of our
Friends & Benefactors Society. I would like to
thank each and every one of our donors
who have provided support to the charity. If you

are not yet a member, do please consider joining
us as your support would be extremely valuable
to the Orchestra - particularly in these
challenging times. Just join online by visiting out
website at www.LondonFirebird.com.
Our full programme, running up to early
2023, is viewable on our website.
We hope you enjoy this evening’s
performance and look forward to seeing you
again very soon.
Kindest regards,
Marc Corbett-Weaver
Artistic Director & Chief Executive

Programme design and digital support by Revolution Arts
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Joseph Maurice Ravel (1875 - 1937)

‘Tombeau de Couperin’
Prélude
Forlane
Menuet
Rigaudon

M

aurice Ravel’s orchestral work,
Tombeau de Couperin (‘Memorial to
Couperin’), began as a six part piano
suite. He started writing the first movement of it,
the Forlane, shortly before the outbreak of the First
World War, in 1914, as a celebration of the
eighteenth century French composer François
Couperin, and more broadly of French baroque
music. He completed the suite in 1917. Given the
devastation of the intervening years, Ravel
dedicated each of the work’s six movements to
friends who had died in the war, and the front
page of the first edition of the score, designed by
the composer, featured a draped funeral urn. In
1919, he orchestrated four of the movements; this
is the version that is performed tonight.
The four movements contained in the
orchestral version are Prelude, Forlane, Menuet and
Riguadon.
The Prelude (dedicated to Lieutenant Jacques
Charlot) is an energetic movement which moves
gracefully in perpetual motion. It features a
prominent part for the oboe and winds. It is
suggestive of the harpsichord music of Couperin,
though cojoined with modern harmonies.
The Forlane (dedicated to Lieutenant Gabriel
DeLuc) is in the style of a Venetian folk dance, a
forlana. Its mood is cheerful and vibrant, and
again prominently features the wind section.
The Menuet (dedicated to Jean Dreyfus)
exemplifies the stately character of a baroque
minuet, albeit with a touch of melancholy. The

oboe plays a leading role. In a contrasting middle
section, there is a musette, a country dance
underscored by a drone, reminiscent of a
bagpipe.
The final movement, the Riguadon (dedicated
to two brothers, Pierre and Pascal Gaudin, who
were killed on their first day of frontline action in
1914) is again a type of dance, popular in
Provence in the seventeenth century,
characterised by hopping steps. Like the previous
movement, this features a contrasting middle
section, pastoral in mood.
Despite its dedication as a war memorial, the
music itself retains its character as a homage to
the French baroque style. The composer and
musicologist Gerard McBurney observed that it
does “not talk directly about the war; it talks about eternal
values: it talks about beauty and elegance, the things we
want to preserve … in other words, the opposite of war.”
Defending criticism that the mood of the piece is
too jolly for such a solemn dedication, Ravel
responded: “The dead are sad enough, in their eternal
silence.”
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Max Bruch (1838 -1920)

Violin Concerto No. 1 in
G minor, Op.26
I Vorspiel: Allegro moderato
II Adagio
III Finale: Allegro energico

B

ruch’s Violin Concerto
No.1 is one of the most
popular and respected
of concertos for the instrument.
A composer and conductor
from the German romantic
school, this Violin Concerto is
the first of three which he
wrote, but the second and third
have gained less recognition.
This first concerto remains the
composer’s
most
famous
composition.
The work was completed in
1866 and it premiered on 24
April of the same year.
Later it was significantly revised on the advice
of the star violinist Joseph Joachim and finished
in its present form in 1867 – the premiere of the
final version of the work was given, with Joachim
performing, on the 5 January 1868.
The first movement, unusually, is described as
a prelude, introducing and linking to the second
movement. It has an anticipatory feeling
throughout, with rising tension.
The second movement - the core of the work
- is melodically rich and powerful, and is
underpinned by a lush orchestral part.

The finale movement opens with a short
orchestral introduction, leading to the soloist’s
statement of the exuberant dance-like theme.
A second subject follows in the style of a
romantic melody, which alternates throughout
the movement with the dance theme. The work
concludes climatically, with a fiery accelerando.
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Franz Peter Schubert (1797 - 1828)

Symphony No. 1 in D major,
D.82
it is an impressive and original contribution to
the classical symphonic genre in its own right.
The first movement opens with a bold,
stately and solemn Adagio introduction. After
a moment of suspense, a spritely and cheerful
Allegro vivace section takes over. After a
transaction from the woodwinds, the strings
introduce a graceful melody, which forms the
basis of the development. The introduction
later makes a surprising return. Then, after a
recapitulation of earlier themes, the movement
ends emphatically.
The second movement, Adante, opens with
a sunny melody played by the violins,
supported by the other strings and with
embellishments from the woodwinds. But the
sun soon recedes, the mood saddens, and the
momentum interrupted with halting phrases.
Later the opening melody returns, but now
darkly, dipping into the minor key.
The third movement, Menuetto - allegro, is
in the style of Haydn. It opens boisterously.
The contrasting trio section is like a traditional
Austrian folk dance (a Ländler).
The fourth and final movement, Allegro
Vivica, begins with two violin sections. The
firsts skip through the melody while the seconds
begin a passage of eighth notes which run
almost continually through the movement. The
rest of the orchestra joins in and the texture
grows more complex, energetically propelling
towards the finale.

I Adagio - Allegro vivace
II Andante
III Menuetto. Allegro
IV Allegro Vivace

S

chubert finished his first symphony in
October 1813, when he was just sixteen
years old. He was nearing the end of his
schooling at the Stadkonvikt (Imperial
Seminary) in Vienna, and was getting ready to
begin training as a schoolteacher (like his
father).
While at school, he received tuition from
the composer Antonio Salieri, then Vienna’s
leading musical authority, and was introduced
to the symphonies of Mozart, Haydn and
Beethoven. The influence of these masters is
evident in Schubert’s First Symphony, though
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Yury Revich (1991-)

Awakening (The Blue
Version) – UK Première

A

head of the awaited release of Yury’s
project Olario new single Memories,
which comes out on June 24th, on
June 14th, you can experience the UK
Premiere of the Awakening by Yury Revich.
Awakening (the full version) celebrated
grand success at two sold-out concerts in
Salzburg in April 2022.
This music masterpiece is inspired by the
sounds and rhythms of nature of our planet
and cinematic soundscapes.
It starts by soundscaping the Dawn on the
River through different colours of winds and
strings united solos, followed by the middle part
called Song of The Moon.
This part showcases the singing abilities of
a violin as an instrument, in the best tradition
of canzonetta style.
The final part is Together We Stand,
inspired by the power of unity where all
orchestra musicians come together in
rhythmical and emotional, powerful and
melodic, epic sound choreography.

See pages 10 and 11 for Yury’s biography

Yury Revich
Eco-Conscious Musician and Artist, UNICEF
Austria Honorary Representative, Echo Klassik and
International Classical Music Awards Winner
Scan this QR code to enjoy Yury’s new Olario
Single Memories:
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Members of the audience are respectfully requested to refrain from filming or recording any part of this
evening’s performance on phones or other electronic devices. Recording is strictly prohibited.
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Conductor

George Jackson

G

eorge Jackson is quickly making a
name for the breadth and
commitment of his work, whether in
opera, symphonic repertoire or contemporary
scores, building strong relationships with
orchestras and houses everywhere he goes.
Recent opera appearances include a critically
acclaimed Hänsel und Gretel at Grange Park
Opera, Le nozze di Figaro at Opera Holland
Park, and Il barbiere di Siviglia at Theater an
der Wien. In 2022 Jackson brings The
Excursions of Mr Broucek to Grange Park
Opera, directed by David Poutney and
performed by BBC Concert Orchestra.
Equally at home in symphonic repertoire, he
drew widespread attention when he stood in at
short notice for Daniel Harding in Ives’s Fourth
Symphony with Orchestre de Paris. He works
with orchestras such as RTÉ National
Symphony Orchestra, Brussels Philharmonic,
Nordwestdeutsche Philharmonie, Opéra
Orchestre national Montpellier Occitanie,
Amarillo Symphony and the orchestra of Opéra
de Rouen.
Jackson’s skill in preparing complex scores
has led to an ongoing relationship with
Ensemble Intercontemporain. He conducted the
group at Romaeuropa Festival and for the
French premieres of works by Rebecca Saunders
and James Dillon at the 2019 Festival
d’Automne à Paris. Last season he conducted
Noli me tangere, a new work by Isabel Mundry,
with Collegium Novum Zürich, and the world
premiere of Claire-Mélanie Sinnhuber’s new
work, Chahut, with Brussels Philharmonic.

‘George Jackson raised the stature of the
music to a rarely-encountered level,
absolutely enthralling from first bar to
last.’
Robert Matthew-Walker, Classical Source
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Violin

Yury Revich

A

ustrian violinist and composer Yury
Revich won the ECHO Klassik
Award, the International Classical
Music Award, and his recording of SaintGeorges double concertos was listed on the
US Billboard classical charts in 2021. At 18,
he had his Carnegie Hall debut alongside
Daniil Trifonov and later debuted with
Tchaikovsky's Violin Concerto at Teatro Alla
Scala in Milan. Since then he has been
performing at venues such as Berlin
Philharmonie, Vienna Musikverein, London
Cadogan Hall, Vienna Konzerthaus, Alte
Oper Frankfurt, Prinzregententheater
Munich,
Tonhalle
Zurich,
Leipzig
Gewandhaus, BOZAR Brussels and many
others.
As a soloist he performed with the La
Verdi Milano, Deutsche Staatsphilharmonie
Rheinland-Pfalz,
Zagreb
Soloists,
Nordwestdeutsche
Philharmonie,
Kammerphilharmonie Potsdam, Collegium
Musicum Basel, Tonkünstler-Orchester
Niederösterreich, he toured with the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra and worked with
conductors such as Mikhail Pletnev, Liana
Isakadze, Lionel Cottet, Duncan Ward,
Johannes Schlaefli, Yuri Bashmet, etc. As a
prize-winning recording artist, he recorded 9
CDs for various labels, including SONY and
NAXOS. Among this repertoire are works for
violin and orchestra by composers such as
Romberg, Doderer, Piazzolla, Saint-Georges,
and Vivaldi.
Besides performing many works dedicated
to him by composers like Johanna Doderer
and Benjamin Rota, Yury is a keen composer.
10

For example, recent premieres were at the
World Space Week 2021 and the World Expo
in Dubai in 2021.
As a traditionally trained classical musician,
it has always been important for Yury to
collaborate with artists across the board, within
and beyond classical music.
His interest in interdisciplinary and crossgenre collaborations reaches over to
contemporary art, dance, literature, and
various musical genres. He collaborated with
Ute Lemper, Sunnyi Melles, Cornelius
Obonya, Christiane Hörbiger, Ramon Vargas,
Constantin Luser, Pixie Lott, Arotin and
Sergey, Gabriel Prokofiev and Gérard
Depardieu. In a more classical setting he
performed alongside Paul Badura-Skoda,
Sumi Jo, Alexey Igudesman, Ferhan and
Ferzan Önder, Angelika Kirchschlager and
various others.
Several of the artists mentioned above were
guests in his concert series Friday Nights with Yury
Revich, which he established in 2015.

B

orn into a musical family of violinists
since the 19th Century, Yury started
playing the violin at age 5.
For over a decade, advocating for various
charitable and philanthropic causes has been
vital for him. Among his projects is the
Austrian Gala Charity "All for Autism, "which
he started in 2015 and advanced to one of
Europe's most significant Autism Awareness
events. He created and hosted the Dreamland
Gala for UNICEF for years.
Since 2021, Yury has been an Honorary
Representative of UNICEF Austria. Under
the invitation of the Austrian president, Yury
performed at, curated, and directed the
concert dedicated to the Day of Austria at the
2021/2021 World Expo in Dubai.
He has been featured by Vogue, Forbes
Magazine, The Times, ORF, ZDF, Sat1,
Puls4, Die Zeit Magazin, etc.
From 2016 till 2022, Yury played on a 1709
Stradivarius; currently, he plays on Guarneri
del Gesa on loan from Mr. Lukas Hufnagl.
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Leader

Calyssa Davidson

A

ward-winning American violinist
Calyssa Davidson is a versatile artist
whose wide range of interests has led
her to perform throughout the world with major
orchestras, bands, in musicals, and record solo
violin for several feature and independent films
as well as television including the BBC.
Along with performing in venues such as the
Royal Albert Hall, Royal Festival Hall, Cadogan
Hall, and Wigmore Hall, Davidson has led
recording sessions at Abbey Road, Air Edel, and
Angel Studios and has recorded the solo violin
score for the BBC2 documentary series The Story
of China and wrote and recorded the solo violin
scores for the BBC2 documentary Normandy ’44:
The Battle Beyond D-Day and BBC4
documentary Shakespeare’s Mother: The Secret Life
of a Tudor Woman. She can also be heard on
the Harry & Meghan: A Royal Romance soundtrack
from the Lifetime original movie with the same
title.
Davidson has been featured on soundtracks
for various video games, trailers, and adverts and
has performed alongside Grammy-award
winner Rick Springfield, Alfie Boe, and Rick
Wakeman. She can also be seen in Springfield’s
music video, Christmas With You.
Most recently, Davidson has been the solo
violinist for the West End premiere of the
musical Broken Wings and co-led the 29-piece
orchestra at the London Coliseum for the world
premiere of Rumi: The Musical. In May,
Davidson was the solo violinist for Tim Firth's
(Calendar Girls, Kinky Boots) new musical Now
Is Good at the Storyhouse Theatre, which
earned a 4-star review in The Guardian.
Originally from California, Davidson moved

to London in 2010 to attend the Royal College
of Music where she earned her Master's Degree
in Violin Performance and Composition for
Screen and Bachelor of Music Degree in Violin
Performance where she was supported by an
Alice Templeton Scholarship and a Robert
McFadzean Whyte Award Scholarship. Whilst
at the RCM, Davidson studied with former
Associate Leader of the Philharmonia
Orchestra and former Co Leader of the
Academy of St Martin in the Fields, Adrian
Levine, and film and television composers
Maurizio Malagnini (Call the Midwife, The
Paradise) and Howard Davidson (Death Games, The
Battle for Malta). Amongst others, Davidson has
also studied with world-renowned violinists Ivry
Gitlis, Gilles Apap, LA Phil Concertmaster
Martin Chalifour and former BBC Concert
Orchestra Leader Cynthia Fleming.
Davidson frequently returns to California for
work in Los Angeles and is set to perform as
soloist debuting a new violin concerto with the
Santa Barbara Symphony in their next season.
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London Firebird Orchestra is an orchestra of
young musicians comprising talented orchestral
players who are making the journey from study
into the profession.
Through Firebird’s annual season of
concerts, players perform core repertoire at
central London concert venues, while
collaborating with renowned soloists, composers
and conductors of the younger generation.
By providing this experience, Firebird offers a
helpful platform at the crucial early stages of
professional life.
The Orchestra has collaborated with many
renowned soloists, including Mathieu van Bellen,
Thomas Gould, Aleksei Kiseliov, James
Meldrum, Jennifer Pike, Yury Revich, Leonard
Schreiber and Raphael Wallfisch.
Each Season, Firebird showcases a small
number of prize-winning conductors of the
younger generation who conduct the concerts.

The Orchestra also organises an annual
composition competition for young composers,
with a cash prize and live performance for the
composer of the winning work.
Outreach is an important part of Firebird’s
mission. Since 2013, the Orchestra has held a
residency at Middlesex University, involving
large-scale concerts, conducting and composition
workshops, ensemble and dance performances.
The 2018/19 season saw the launch of a new
outreach project for the orchestra “Firebird for
Schools” – a tailor-made children’s concert for
London schoolchildren.
London Firebird Orchestra operates as a
registered charity, governed by a Board of
Trustees.
The Orchestra is supported by Dame Judi
Dench as Patron, the Firebird Friends &
Benefactors Society and a series of generous
sponsors.

A complete list of Friends & Benefactors can be found on page 2 of this programme.
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Concert programme 2022
Join us for more European Classic concerts in London
European Classics: Egmont
The wonderful soloist George Harliono
joins the London Firebird Orchestra for our
next concert on 27 September featuring:
Beethoven Overture to Egmont, Op.84
Mozart Piano Concerto No. 15 in B flat,
K. 450
Mozart Symphony No. 40 in G minor,
K. 550

European Classics: Pastoral
Emmanuel Bach performs the beautiful
Violin Concerto by Brahms at our concert on
25 October conducted by Michael Thrift and
featuring:
Mozart Overture to Don Giovanni, K. 527
Brahms Violin Concerto in D, Op. 77
Beethoven Symphony No. 6 in F major,
Op. 68 Pastoral

Book tickets for live concerts and see filmed
concerts online at www.londonfirebird.com

From the New World

From the Germanic Lands

Eroica!
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SUPPORT US,
BECOME A FRIEND
At the heart of our Orchestra is the Firebird Friends & Benefactors Society.
Launched at the Orchestra’s inception in 2012 and now with around
100 members, the Friends & Benefactors Society is a growing association of
supporters forming the core of our audience.
Members commit an annual donation to the charity, providing a vital bedrock of
funding for the orchestra. Without this vital income stream, the Orchestra’s
concerts would not be possible. Why not join to today to become part of our
family and help us continue to grow?

Sign up today at www.londonfirebird.com
or speak to one of our team.

